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 The seasons change and the rain comes… 

 The rain we have received recently is a real blessing. Rain nourishes, refreshes, allows for growth and the arrival 

of new things. Flowers blooming, gardens beginning to produce, birds and animals alike - each one of these is a 

part of God’s good and delicate creation. I pray for each of you today. I pray God will nourish and refresh you by 

His Spirit, in the same way He brings forth the rains upon the earth.  

However, we are also aware that at other times, it becomes very dry - too dry. Per-

haps, some of you have felt spiritually dry as of late, needing God to end the 

drought plaguing your soul. To be sure, we experience droughts of unemployment 

or under employment, droughts of physical illness and suffering in life or in the life 

of a loved one or droughts related to healing from abuse, addiction, depression, anx-

iety and worry. There are droughts in our relationships, long dry periods of family 

dysfunction. And to be honest, there are also wastelands of bitterness and conse-

quence, where we experience dehydration and sometimes see the burns from the 

selfish choices we make.  

I have had dry spots in my life. Times when I cried out from the depths of my soul and collapsed in the dust of 

weariness. Times when I wandered in the oppressive heat of frustration and anger - not understanding. I’ve 

asked, why a drought now? I had planted, expecting a harvest, not dusty thistles. However, and in God’s time, 

not mine, the rains do come. Withered branches begin to heal and swell with life, leaves once again turn green 

and flowers appear. 

To be sure, we experience all of this within the context of our faith community here together or at least we 

should.  

So whether you are well watered or experiencing a dry spell, I invite you into the next season of the Body of 

Christ. I invite you to join us on a Lenten journey. It begins with Ash Wednesday March 6th at 6:00 pm in the 

sanctuary and of course concludes on Easter Sunday April 21st.  This is a special season in the life of a disciple of 

Christ. Ultimately, as we journey together, it is an opportunity to experience The Gift of God - displayed on a hill 

outside Jerusalem where Jesus does the unthinkable, and at an empty grave where He does the impossible. 

It is the perfect season to drink the nourishing rain God offers and join with us 

in worship, study, fellowship and service to our community.      

Shalom and Spring Showers in Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Darren    

FROM THE PASTOR 



MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 

One of our new breakout sessions at 6:00 p.m. at 

G.T.F. will be a Lenten Bible study during March and 

April. We will be using the study by Adam Hamilton, 

“24 Hours That Changed the World.” This study aims 

to help us better understand the events that occurred 

during the last 24 hours of Jesus’s life and the videos 

were created on location in Jerusalem. Each session 

can stand alone.   
 
                Kaye Borgstedt 

CHURCHWIDE BREAKFAST 
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

MARCH 10    9:30 A.M.    CENTRE 

Everyone is invited to join us  

for breakfast and a program. 
 

3/02 Campbell Delaney 

3/05 Mike Strong 

   Gregg Frierson 

   Brison Ardis 

3/06 “M. C.” Evans 

3/07 Mark Hutto 

3/08 Rocco Cassone 

   Rachel Lorick 

3/9  Dawn Strickland 

3/10 Renn Guthrie 

3/15 Ginger Weigle 

3/16 Jimmy Smoak 

   T Riley  

3/17 Katherine Smith 

 3/18 Becky Smith 

   Kelley Wannamaker 

3/19 Sara Turner 

   Kathy Wilkes 

3/20 JoAnn Kelley 

3/22 Jane Holladay 

3/23 Julie Bruner 

3/24 Jeb Brailsford 

3/27 Katherine Campbell 

   Kelly Ridley 

3/28 Davis Turner 

3/29 Charlotte Dixon 

3/30 Shane Burroughs 

   Mary Legare Delaney LUNCH WITH THE PASTOR 
AT THE OAKS 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6  11:30 A.M. 
THE OAKS DINING ROOM 

 

To minimize the disruption of 

residents and guests and insure 

adequate seating arrange-

ments, reservations must be 

confirmed by noon on Tues-

day, March 5. Call Norma Shaf-

fer (516-6135) if you wish to 

come. Tickets may be pur-

chased at the Reception Desk in Woodard Commons. 

GENERAL FUND 2019 

For month ending January 31, 2019     

General Fund Income $59,421.10   

General Fund Budgeted Expenses $27,500.74 

                                                                      $31,920.36 

WE SET A RECORD! 

Thank you to everyone who donated to Souper Bowl 

of Caring!  Thanks to your generosity, we were able to 

raise $2257.75 for The Filling Station/Into the Mouths 

of Babes.  This is the most money we have ever raised 

for Souper Bowl of Caring!  Also, thank you to every-

one who donated nonperishable food items for the 

Salvation Army.  Thank you for being the hands and 

feet of Jesus right here in our community!     
 
                Sarah Coggins    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wednesday morning intercessors are using the 

book, 5 Things to Pray for Your Church as one of our 

guides to prayer. It is a compilation of 21 topics each 

with scripture and 5 suggested prayer categories and 

the editor is Carl Laferton. For the month of March, I 

am asking you to join me in using the first one as a 

daily devotion and prayer. Sometimes I have difficulty 

skimming over things and being rote in my prayers 

when I am using the same thing daily over a period of 

time. So, I try using different things to get prepared to 

pray. One suggestion is to: find a comfortable place 

with no distractions: stop the world going on around 

me; breathe: be still: feel God’s presence and invite His 

calm into your heart. There are many more ways to 

prepare for prayer so find one that works for you. 

“5 Things to Pray: that My church would…be A Body 

growing In Maturity. Ephesians 4:11-16.” (As an aside, 

reading this everyday probably means it would be 

memorized by the middle of March.) 

“Help my church family to remember that we are… 

1. A HOLY NATION. Thank God that He has 

chosen to show His wonderful grace to you and 

your church family. Thank God that those who are 

in Christ are new creations---a whole new ‘race’ (or 

nation) of people. Pray that members of our 

church would increasingly act like the holy people 

God has declared you to be. 

2. A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD. Thank God for the job 

title that He has given His chosen people: priests. 

Like the Old Testament priests, we’re to represent 

people before God and represent God before 

people. Ask that our church would be faithful in 

praying for those inside and outside our church. 

And pray that you’d be faithful in speaking and 

applying God’s Word into the lives of those 

around you. 

3. GOD’S SPECIAL POSSESSION. Thank God that 

He has made our church His special possession. 

Thank Him that you can be assured of His love, 

whatever life throws at you. Pray that this would 

give our church a great sense of security and 

confidence---pray that you would not fear what 

others might think of you or do to you. 

4. CALLED. Thank God that He has called each 

member of our church ‘out of darkness into His 

light.’ Take a few moments to thank God for the 

way in which He called some specific people you 

know. Pray that our church would increasingly 

‘declare the praises’ of God by living distinctively 

and speaking the good news boldly. 

5. RECIPIENTS OF MERCY. Thank God that 

though ‘once you had not received mercy…now 

you have received mercy.’ Pray that our church 

would grow in our appreciation of the depth of 

God’s mercy…and that this would crush any 

lingering feelings of self-righteousness. Pray that 

you’d show mercy to each other…forgiving the 

small things, the big things and the things that 

seem to happen over and over.” 

Will you accept the request to pray this every day for 

the month of March?  Envision what our church will 

be like on March 31 and moving forward. 

Prayer: Lord, help us trust that our faithful prayers 

will make a difference. Amen. 

In service together,  

Kaye 

Christian Education  Coordinator 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
CELEBRATING GOD’S LOVE            LIVING FAITHFULLY 



SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS-MARCH 
 

PRESCHOOL: Leslie Lovelace  

KINDERGARTEN: Kaye Borgstedt 

ELEMENTARY 

March  3 Catherine Cuttino 

March 10   First Sunday in Lent Breakfast 

March 17 Geni and David Gillespie 

March 24  Susan and Jimmy Smoak 

March 31 Geni and David Gillespie 

 

YOUTH:  Katherine Smith 

SALTSHAKER:  Howard and Barbara Shirer 

JOHN KNOX:  John Shuler 

MEMORIALS 
 
 

In Memory of: 
 

Mr. Frank Tourville, Jr. 

Mrs. Janet Fogle 

Mrs. Imogene Ridgeway 

 

GIVEN BY: 

Dan and Angie Hydrick Mrs. Cheryl Baugh 

George and Diane Coggins Mrs. Frances Lytch 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 

Edisto Habitat is constructing a Community Park on 

Kings Road in honor of Mr. Michael Salley. Volun-

teers are needed to come help assemble park equip-

ment, roll sod, and plant shrubs.  The next scheduled 

work day is Saturday, March 2. 

 

The Park is located at 999 Kings Road.  Work will 

begin at 8:30 a.m. each day.  Lunch will be provided. 

MARCH CIRCLE MEETINGS  

Circle 1:   Tuesday, March 12 11:30 a.m. 

 Centre  
  
Circles 2 & 4: Tuesday, March 12  10:30 a.m. 

 Conference Room 
  
Circle 3: Monday, March 11  6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

CIRCLES 2 AND 4 
Circles 2 and 4 will meet on Tuesday, March 12, 

and will be studying chapter 3 from Bad Girls 

of The Bible entitled “Pillar of the Community.” 

This chapter is about Lot’s wife.  

EASTER LILIES 
Lilies will beautify our 

sanctuary on Easter Sun-

day.  If you wish to order a 

plant please use an enve-

lope found in the pew 

racks. Deadline is Sunday, 

March 31.  Lilies are $13.00 

each; make checks payable 

to First Presbyterian 

Church.  Orders cannot be 

taken by telephone.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TO MARS AND BEYOND 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

JUNE 10-14 

Join First Presbyterian June 10-14 for To Mars And Be-

yond VBS for a fun filled time of learning about Jesus! 

All children 3K (completed) through 5th grade 

(completed) are invited.  

 

Please register online at 

https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/1stpresbyterian/ 

by June 1, as the registration website will be closed after 

that date.    

 

The cost is $15 per child with a $30 maximum per fami-

ly. This includes a T-shirt and one CD per family! Mon-

ey can be turned in to the church office or mailed (536 

Stanley Street, Orangeburg 29115). Please make checks 

payable to First Presbyterian Church and include VBS in 

the memo line. Once you've paid, you can pick up your 

VBS CD, so your child can begin learning all of the fun, 

new songs! If you want to ensure that your child gets a 

certain shirt size, you need to register by May 15.  

 

We also need youth and adult volunteers! If you’d like 

to help during VBS, please sign up at 

https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/1stpresbyterian/. 
 
             Sarah Coggins 

 

BETHELWOODS CAMP-IN-A-VAN 
JULY 15-19 

 
Bethelwoods Camp-In-A-Van will be July 15-19 (9:00 

a.m to 3:00 p.m. on Monday through Thursday and 

9:00 a.m. until noon on Friday). 

 

All children 5K (completed) 

through 5th grade (completed) 

are invited to join us for an 

exciting day camp at the Cen-

tre. The camp will be led by 

counselors from Bethelwoods 

Camp & Conference Center 

and will include games, Bible 

stories, songs, crafts, and fun! 

 

There are only 30 spaces available, so register soon! 

Registration forms are available on the church web-

site, and you can drop off registration forms at the 

church office or email them to Sarah at scog-

gins@1stpresbyterian.org. The cost is $25 per child, 

and this includes lunch each day. 

 

Make checks payable to First Presbyterian and put 

"Bethelwoods" and your child's name on the memo 

line. 

           Sarah Coggins 

LOOKING AHEAD ... 

Ash Wednesday March 6 

First Sunday in Lent March 10 

Maundy Thursday April 18 

Good Friday April 19 

Easter Sunday April 21 
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